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Abstract:

The doubt concerning the non-authoritativeness of the Sunnah is considered the mother
of all doubts raised about the Sunnah and the most significant among them. The
remaining doubts serve as a means and a path to discredit it. Therefore, the
authoritativeness of the Sunnah is the pivotal issue in debating those who challenge it
and refuting the doubts surrounding it.

The Qur'an, the Prophet's traditions (Ahadith), the sayings of the early Muslims (Salaf)
among the Companions and their successors (Tabi'in), scholarly consensus (Ijma’), and
rational reasoning all demonstrate the authoritativeness of the Sunnah in all matters of
religion. The fact that the Sunnah is authoritative in absolute terms and a source of
legislation and establishing rulings is a matter of consensus among Islamic scholars,
indeed among the entire Muslim community, and it is something known by necessity
from the religion of Islam.

The deliberations of the Qur'an, the Sunnah, the sayings of the Salaf, and Ijma’
regarding the authoritativeness of the Sunnah have been discussed in detail and at length
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by Hadith scholars and jurists. However, the rational evidence for the authoritativeness
of the Sunnah remains an area that has not been given its due attention in terms of
explanation and demonstration, especially considering the accusation by modernists
that Islamic scholars, both Hadith specialists and jurists, did not employ reason in their
discussions of the Sunnah. This applies to their critical methodology as Hadith scholars
and to discussions of the Sunnah, such as the rational evidence for its authoritativeness.

Therefore, this research aims to shed light on the rational evidence for the
authoritativeness of the Sunnah. The importance of this research lies in its addressing
an urgent issue necessitated by contemporary needs. The primary goal of this research
was to prove that reason definitively indicates that the Sunnah is authoritative in all
matters of religion, which is the most important conclusion reached by the research.
Furthermore, one of the research's findings is the multitude of rational arguments that
demonstrate the authoritativeness of the Sunnah, reaching twelve distinct arguments in
this study.

Keywords: reason, Authenticity of the Sunnah, Significance.
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